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The Right to Keep and Bear Arms and the Unorganized Militia 

"A well-regulated militia being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and 
bear arms, shall not be infringed.” 

Bill of Rights, Second Ammendment 
to the U,S, Constitution 


”311. Militia: composition and classes 

(a) The militia of the United States consists of all able- 
bodied males at least 17 years of age and ... under 45 years 
of age ... 

(b) The classes of the militia are -- 

(1) the organized militia, which consists of the National 
Guard and the Naval Militia; and 

(2) the unorganized militia, which consists of the 
members of the militia who are not members of the National 
Guard or the Naval Militia.” 


U.S. Code 1970, Title 10. 


DISCLAIMER 

You, American citizens, are the Unorganized Militia. This 
information and the associated insignia and identifying 
stickers are provided to spotlight the reality, identity, and 
legality of the Unorganized Militia. The material is 
provided to enable the individual to proclaim proudly and 
unequivocally his right to keep and bear arms as a member of 
the Unorganized Militia. 

The operative word in the above is ’’unorganized” Nothing in 
the above is intended to encourge the establishment of a 
"minutemen , ” Committee of Vigilance,” ”vigilante," or ’’posse 
comitatus" organization. 

The title "Unorganized Militia” means just that, 

"unorganized . " 

It is considered that the Unorganized Militia insignia 
provided meets the criterion of "a fixed distinctive sign 
recognizable at a distance” as specified by Section IV, A.2. 
(b) of The Geneva Convention of 1949. 










































INTENT 


"The right to keep and bear arms" provided for in the Second 
Ammendment has nothing to do with hunting or target shooting. 
It has everything to do with the right of personal protection 
and of "maintaining the security of a free state," that is 
protection of the polity from tyranny, domestic or imposed 
from abroad. 

Authorities on the Constitution and especially on the second 
ammendment agree that "the right of the people" means all the 
people, not just a selected few. The Founding Fathers in 
't'heir expressed views underscore both of these concepts. 

HISTORY 

Unorganized miLitias are as old as history itself. In pre¬ 
historic times everyone was armed for hunting and defense 
against dangerous animals and rival clans. In ancient times 
all able-bodied free men kept arms or had them provided from 
a central armory in a time of trouble. The superb Hoplites 
of ancient Greece and the Legions of Republican Rome were 
such examples. 

The Austrian State of Styria, a buffer between Austria proper 
and the Ottoman Turks attacking from the Balkans, kept a huge 
armory at Graz from the 15th through 17th centuries. It 
issued arms and armor to nobles’ retainers as well as peasant 
levies when the Turks crossed the border. During the late 
Middle Ages and Rennaissance the City of Florence in Italy 
kept an efficient militia. These are but two more examples 
from a different age. 

Our militia in the United States today descends directly from 
the Anglo-Saxon Fyrd in England during the Dark Ages, 600- 
1066 A.D. The idea was formalized in the twelfth-century 
Assize of Arms and also in the 1285 Statute of Winchester. 

The practice continued in Norman England and to the 
Volunteers, Territorials, and Home Guard, particularly the 
later, through World War II. In times of the Fyrd when an 
enemy apparoached the alarm was the cry of "Bows and Bills" 
meaning take up your long bow and quiver of arrows or your 
bill hook (a pole arm combination spear, axe, and sharpened 
hook) and muster on the town wall or village green. 

This practice was continued in Colonial America from 
Jamestown in 1607 and Plymouth in 1620 to the Minutemen of 
1775. During the Revolution, each colony maintained its 
militia for service limited in time and location. The 
Militia act of 1794, which has been periodically renewed in 
slightly altered form over the years, is still on the books 
as U.S. Code, Title 10, Section 311, cited above. 

With women now serving in the National Guard (organized 
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militia), we might say that women could also be considered, 
by extension, to be in the unorganized militia. Likewise, 
with today 1 s better health and fitness of citizens beyond age 
45, an able bodied citizen of any age might be considered a 
member. 

The unorganized militia becomes organized only when summoned 
by proper authority. During our Colonial, Revolutionary, and 
Federal periods unorganized militiamen were charged with 
keeping a suitable (i.e. a military-type) flintlock musket 
fitted with bayonet, flints, and forty rounds of ammunition 
in a cartridge box. Although not required of the unorganized 
militia today, possession of a rifle or shotgun with forty 
rounds of ammunition would be appropriate for any citizen 
serious about discharging his obligation as an unorganized 
militiaman. Actually and literally, this requirement should 
mean a military rifle, M15, M14, or Ml. However, the first 
two, even in semi-automatic version, are illegal in some 
states. 

The Geneva Convention, Article IV, makes provision for 
unorganized militias to be recognized as legitimate 
combatants as follows: 

A. Prisoners of war... are persons belonging to one of 
the following categories, who have fallen into the power of 
the enemy: 

1. Members of the armed forces of a Party to the 
conflict, as well as members of militias or volunteer corps 
forming part of such armed forces. 

2 . Member s of other militias and members of other 
volunteer corps, including those of organized resistance 
movements... provided that such militias... fulfil the 
following conditions: 

(a) that of being commanded by a person responsible for 
his subordinates; 

(b) that of having a_ fixed distnctive sign recognizable 
at a_ distance ; 

(c) that of carying arms openly; 

(d) that of conducting their operations in accordance 
with the laws and customs of war. 

Some Thoughts on the Keeping and Bearing of Arms. 

M The most foolish mistake we could possibly make would be to 
allow the subject races to possess arms. History shows that 
all conquerors who have allowed their subject races to carry 
arms have prepared their own downfall by doing so." 

Adolf Hitler 
Mein Kampf 


"Either some Caesar or Napoleon will seize the reins of 
government with a strong hand or your republic (America) will 
be as fearfully plundered and laid waste by barbarians in the 
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Twentieth Century as the Roman Empire was in the Fifth; with 
this difference, that the Huns and Vandals who ravaged the 
Roman Empire came from without, and that your Huns and 
Vandals will have been engendered within your own country by 
your insti t utiomns. n 

Thomas Macaulay, 1800-1859 

"You (NRA) can’t be so fixated on that (right to keep and 
bear arms) that you’re unable to think about the reality of 
life that millions of Americans face on streets that are 
unsafe, under conditions that no other nation has permitted 
to exist. 

President Clinton 
1_ March 1993 

"The right of citizens to bear arms is just one more 
guarantee against arbitrary government, one more safeguard 
against this tyranny which now appears remote in America, but 
which historically has proved to be always possible." 

Hubert Humphrey 

Intent expressed by the Founding Fathers who drafted the Bill 
of Rights including the Second Ammendment. 

"I ask, sir, what is the militia? It is the whole people... 
To disarm the people is the best and most effectual way to 
enslave them..." George Mason 

"The Constitution shall never be construed to prevent the 
people of the United States who are peaceable citizens from 
keeping their own arms." Samuel Adams 

"No free man shall ever be debarred from the use of arms." 

Thomas Jefferson 


"Arms in the hands of Citizens may be used at individual 
discretion... in private self-defense." John Adams 

"A militia, when properly formed, are in fact the people 
themselves... and include all men capable of bearing arms... 
To preserve liberty it is essential that the whole body of 
the people always possess arms and be taught alike... to use 
them" Richard Henry Lee 

’’. . . arms discourage and keep the invader and plunderer in 
awe, and preserve order in the word as well as property... 
Horrid mischief would ensue were (the law-abidng) deprived of 
the use of them." Thomas Paine 

"(The Constitution preserves) the advantage of being armed 
which Americans possess over the people of almost every other 
nation... (where) the governments are afraid to trust the 
people with arms." James Madison 

"Laws that forbid the carrying of arms... disarm only those 
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who are neither inclined nor determined to commit crimes... 
Such Laws make things worse for the assaulted and better for 
the assailants; they serve rather to encourage than to 
prevent homicides, for an unarmed man may be attacked with 
greater mm fi donee than an armed man.” 

Thomas Jefferson 
quoting Cesare Beccaria 


advertisement 


GUN OWNER 

YOU are a member of the Unorganized Militia. 

So identify yourself with pride and conviction. 

Display the UM bumper sticker and decal on you car or pickup. 
Wear the embroidered UM patch on your jacket, shooting coat, 
or "gimme hat." Wear it on the range or in the field. Iron 
on the "Unorganized Militia" transfer to the back of your 
windbreaker or parka, shooting coat or BDU jacket. Carry the 
UM identification card. 

The Unorganized Militia is authorized by the Second 
Ammendment implemented by U.S. Code 1973, Title 10, Section 
311 (Militia) (b)(2). 

Send $15, cash, check, or monley order for all the above 
items plus the brochure "The Unorganized Militiaman," from UM 
Dept. TUM, P.0. Box 220, McLean, VA 22101-0220. Additional 
items ordered by members, $2 each. 
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UNORGANIZED MILITIA 

Identification Card 
This is to certify that 




Is a Member for Life 

By Authority of the Second Amendment and 
U.S. Code Title 10 t Sec. 311 (Militia) 


************** 












